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INTRODUCTION ï YEAR EIGHT 
 

In 2007 the Victorian Essential Learning Standards (VELS) replaced the 
Curriculum and Standards Framework (II) that had been the basis of curriculum 
design in Victorian schools for many years. 
 
The VELS brings together three interwoven strands of learning : 

¶ Physical, Personal and Social Learning 

¶ Discipline-Based Learning 

¶ Interdisciplinary Learning 

 

What is new and what remains the same? 
Where the CSF (II) was largely content driven and described 747 learning 

outcomes, VELS aims to develop a set of knowledge, skills and behaviours that better 
prepare students for life in the 21

st
 Century and which recognises the importance of 

personal and social skills, thinking skills, communication and ICT skills in addition to 
the traditional discipline-based skills of literacy and numeracy. The figure (over page) 
identifies the structure of VELS.  
 

Students will continue to develop knowledge and understanding in the 
traditional subjects of English, Mathematics, Science, the Humanities (Geography, 
History & Economics), languages (Indonesian or French), Health and Physical 
Education and the Arts.  These traditional areas are now more closely linked with 
other important areas of learning that transcend traditional boundaries such as 
physical, personal and social skills and interdisciplinary areas such as the ability to 
apply knowledge in workplace situations, ICT skills and thinking processes.   

Students will be able to achieve these standards in a variety of ways and 
through a variety of subjects. Not all of the areas of learning will appear as separate 
subjects on the schoolôs timetable.  Teachers have developed units of work that 
address a range of these standards across all three strands.  For example personal 
learning, interpersonal development, ICT skills and Thinking processes are 
interwoven into traditional subjects such as Science, English and Art. 

2010 will be an exciting developmental year as teachers continue to tackle the 
challenges of integrating the various strands into units that are more engaging and 
more accurately reflect what students do and learn. 

 

New Reporting Process 
A new reporting system based on state-wide standards has been introduced 

across the state with full implementation in 2008.  Reports are written in plain English. 
Student reports include comments on achievement in relation to a five-point scale of A 
to E.   óCô indicates that students are on track and achieving at the expected level for 
the time of year. óAô indicates that students are well above the expected level of 
achievement for the time of year (approximately 12 months ahead of the expected 
standard). Reports will also include a Statement of Learning & Behavioural Goals 
which students will work towards achieving during the year. If you have any questions 
about the New Reporting System please contact the school. 
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For most young people years 7 & 8 involve coming to terms with the move from 
primary to secondary school.  In secondary school there are new friend to make, new 
teachers, new rules and responsibilities to learn, new books to read, new uniform 
requirements and new challenges.  Young people are becoming more mature and the 
move to secondary school is often linked to a stronger sense of identity.  Their 
approach to learning is more often linked to what they consider as important for their 
own personal goals.  A broad range of learning experiences is an integral aspect of 
the early years of secondary school.  Parents can help their children think about what 
it means to be in this new environment and support them as they meet new 
challenges. 

 

Student Assessment 
Student assessment will be based upon satisfactorily meeting certain general 

and specific criteria.  Each Key Learning Area will specify the particular criteria the 
student must meet in order to gain a pass in a particular subject/unit. 

These general and specific criteria will be published and distributed to students 
early in the school year for whole school subjects and early in the semester for 
semester length subjects. 
 

VELS Overview 

Strand Domain Dimension 

Physical, 
Personal and 
Social Learning  

Health and Physical 
Education  

Movement and physical activity  
Health knowledge and promotion 

 Interpersonal 
Development  

Building social relationships 
Working in teams 

 Personal Learning  The individual learner 
Managing personal learning  

 Civics and Citizenship  Civics knowledge and understanding  
Community engagement  

Discipline-based 
Learning 

The Arts  Creating and making 
Exploring and responding  

 English Reading 
Writing 
Speaking and listening  

 The Humanities   

 The Humanities ï 
Economics 

Economics knowledge and understanding 
Economics reasoning and interpretation  

 The Humanities ï 
Geography 

Geographical knowledge and 
understanding 
Geospatial skills  

http://vels.vcaa.vic.edu.au/essential/personal/index.html
http://vels.vcaa.vic.edu.au/essential/personal/index.html
http://vels.vcaa.vic.edu.au/essential/personal/index.html
http://vels.vcaa.vic.edu.au/essential/personal/health/index.html
http://vels.vcaa.vic.edu.au/essential/personal/health/index.html
http://vels.vcaa.vic.edu.au/essential/personal/development/index.html
http://vels.vcaa.vic.edu.au/essential/personal/development/index.html
http://vels.vcaa.vic.edu.au/essential/personal/learning/index.html
http://vels.vcaa.vic.edu.au/essential/personal/civics/index.html
http://vels.vcaa.vic.edu.au/essential/discipline/index.html
http://vels.vcaa.vic.edu.au/essential/discipline/index.html
http://vels.vcaa.vic.edu.au/essential/discipline/arts/index.html
http://vels.vcaa.vic.edu.au/essential/discipline/english/index.html
http://vels.vcaa.vic.edu.au/essential/discipline/humanities/index.html
http://vels.vcaa.vic.edu.au/essential/discipline/humanities/economics/index.html
http://vels.vcaa.vic.edu.au/essential/discipline/humanities/economics/index.html
http://vels.vcaa.vic.edu.au/essential/discipline/humanities/geography/index.html
http://vels.vcaa.vic.edu.au/essential/discipline/humanities/geography/index.html
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 The Humanities ï History Historical knowledge and understanding 
Historical reasoning and interpretation  

 Languages Other Than 
English (LOTE)  

Communicating in a language other than 
English  
Intercultural knowledge and language 
awareness 

 Mathematics Number 
Space 
Measurement, chance and data 
Structure 
Working mathematically 

 Science Science knowledge and understanding  
Science at work  

Interdisciplinary 
Learning 

Communication  Listening, viewing and responding 
Presenting  

 Design, Creativity and 
Technology  

Investigating and designing  
Producing 
Analysing and evaluating  

 Information and 
Communications 
Technology (ICT)  

ICT for visualising thinking  
ICT for creating  
ICT for communicating  

 Thinking Processes  Reasoning, processing and inquiry  
Creativity 
Reflection, evaluation and metacognition  

 

Student Assessment Contd.  
General criteria applicable to every subject are: 

¶ Students must be present for at least 80% of classes (this is consistent with the 
requirements for satisfactory completion of a VCE unit). Where students are 
able to provide a verifiable medical certificate or can show exceptional 
circumstances have impacted upon their attendance this criterion may be 
waived. 

¶ Students must complete and submit the majority of work in the subject/unit (the 
quality and quantity of work submitted will determine the final VELS Grade the 
student receives.  

¶ For the purposes of Student Awards and promotion in whole year subjects the 
work in semesters one and two will count equally.  For semester length 
subjects the work of the whole semester will count. 

¶ Students must complete and submit any piece of work designated as a MAJOR 
piece of work (there will normally be at least one MAJOR piece of work in each 
term for each subject).  Where there are acceptable extenuating circumstances 
and if time permits it may be possible to negotiate a Redemption of a pass.  
There is a formal procedure for doing this. 

http://vels.vcaa.vic.edu.au/essential/discipline/humanities/history/index.html
http://vels.vcaa.vic.edu.au/essential/discipline/lote/index.html
http://vels.vcaa.vic.edu.au/essential/discipline/lote/index.html
http://vels.vcaa.vic.edu.au/essential/discipline/mathematics/index.html
http://vels.vcaa.vic.edu.au/essential/discipline/science/index.html
http://vels.vcaa.vic.edu.au/essential/interdisciplinary/index.html
http://vels.vcaa.vic.edu.au/essential/interdisciplinary/index.html
http://vels.vcaa.vic.edu.au/essential/interdisciplinary/communication/index.html
http://vels.vcaa.vic.edu.au/essential/interdisciplinary/design/index.html
http://vels.vcaa.vic.edu.au/essential/interdisciplinary/design/index.html
http://vels.vcaa.vic.edu.au/essential/interdisciplinary/ict/index.html
http://vels.vcaa.vic.edu.au/essential/interdisciplinary/ict/index.html
http://vels.vcaa.vic.edu.au/essential/interdisciplinary/ict/index.html
http://vels.vcaa.vic.edu.au/essential/interdisciplinary/thinking/index.html
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Student Promotion 
In considering whether a student is promoted in Whole Year subjects (such as 

English & Maths) the work in BOTH semesters of a subject will count equally. For 
semester length subjects the work of the whole semester will be considered. 

In the opinion of the school the student must have satisfactorily met all of the 
following criteria in order to be considered for promotion to the next year level. 
Criteria for promotion 

¶ Students must be present for at least 80% of classes (this is consistent with the 
requirements for satisfactory completion of a VCE unit). Where students are 
able to provide a verifiable medical certificate or can show exceptional 
circumstances have impacted upon their attendance this criterion may be 
waived. 

¶ Students must have satisfactorily completed a sufficient number of subjects to 
warrant promotion.  A student with a high proportion of Dôs & Eôs (according to 
VELS) across one or both semesters will be reviewed at the end of each 
semester. 

 
A panel consisting of the Homegroup teacher, the Middle Years Manager and the 

Assistant Principal 7-9, will make an assessment as to whether a student will be 
recommended for promotion.  The panel will take into consideration factors such as 
VELS results, teacher recommendations and social readiness.  Behaviour will not be 
a factor when considering promotion. 
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CORE SUBJECTS 
The following KLAs will be studied by all students for the whole year. 

ENGLISH ééééééééééééé (4 periods per week) 
MATHS ééééééééééééé .. (4 periods per week)  
SCIENCE ééééééééééééé (3 periods per week) 
HUMANITIES ééééééééééé. (3 periods per week) 
L.O.T.E. FRENCH OR  

INDONESIAN éééééééé. (3 periods per week)  
HEALTH & PHYSICAL EDUCATION é. (3 periods per week)  
HOME GROUP éééééééééé.. (1 period per week)  

 

SEMESTER BASED SUBJECTS 
These Units are taken over half a year (two terms) 

 VISUAL ARTS   (3 periods per week)  
 PERFORMING ARTS   (3 periods per week) 

ï MUSIC 
ï DANCE/DRAMA    

 

Note: Visual Arts incorporates both Art and Visual Communication and Design. 
Performing Arts incorporates both Music and Drama. (Refer to Course 
Description for more information) 

TERM BASED SUBJECTS 
These units are taken over one term during Years 7 & 8. Students in Year 8 will 
do those Technology Units not undertaken in Year 7, 2009. 

TECHNOLOGY MATERIALS (3 periods per week each)  
METALS/PLASTICS    

 WOOD     
 TEXTILES 
      

TECHNOLOGY SYSTEMS (3 periods per week each) 
AUTOMOTIVE     

 ELECTRONICS     
 FOOD FOR HEALTH    

TECHNICAL DRAWING AND DESIGN     
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EXTENSION ELECTIVES 
The electives are undertaken for three periods per week over a semester. 
Each student must choose two units from those offered below: 

ACTING UP:  A BEGINNERôS GUIDE TO PRODUCTION 
DUNGEONS, VILLIANS AND BROKEN HEARTS ï  

A  JOURNEY THROUGH FABLES AND FAIRYTALES 
GRAPHIC TEXTS FROM MANGA TO ANIME  

 FUN INVESITGATIONS IN SCIENCE    
PRACTICAL HORTICULTURE 
BAKERY PRODUCTS 
TECHNICAL DRAWING & COMPUTER AIDED DESIGN (CAD) 
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY 
COMPUTERS AND ART      

 CHESS      
SCHOOL PRODUCTION (entry to this unit is by audition)  
SWIMMING, LIFE SAVING AND WATER SKILLS  

 SPORT EDUCATION 
CYCLE TOURING       
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Duration - Full Year (4 periods per week) 

 

 

 

 

 

Curriculum Focus 
As students work towards the achievement of 

level 5 standards in English, they consolidate and 
expand their knowledge and understanding of a 
range of texts and appreciate how to use formal 
language to construct texts for school purposes, and 
for purposes relevant to their lives beyond school. 

 

Language Skills 
Students participate in a language 

development program based on improving their skills 
in reading, writing, speaking and listening.  Activities 
are structured in such a way to enable practice of spelling formations, reading and 
comprehension skills.  There are opportunities for students to write about selected 
themes to encourage development of general expression and punctuation skills.  
Students have the opportunity to seek help with work from other subject areas. 

 

Areas of Study 
Students will study and respond to two major texts each semester.  They will 

experiment with writing in a variety of different ways, for different audiences and 
purposes.  They will use the drafting and editing process to produce finished written 
work.  Students will speak and listen in structured and unstructured situations, 
creating and responding to a variety of spoken text types.  Students will use 
multimedia to communicate ideas and information. 
 

Assessment Tasks 

¶ Workbook and Homework tasks 

¶ Writing Folio ï including argumentative, informative and creative pieces 

¶ Text Responses ï including film, classic, popular and media texts 

¶ Oral Presentations ï including PowerPoint presentations 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Domain:  ENGLISH 

Dimensions: Reading, Writing, Speaking and Listening 
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Duration - Full year (4 periods per week)  

       

 

 

 

 

 

Curriculum Focus 
Semester 1 and 2 cover work from all 

five of the VELS Dimensions.  The study is 
divided into topics that cover one or more 
Dimensions.  Topics are assessed in a 
variety of ways and usually consist of an 
appropriate mix of topic tests, projects, class 
work and technology exercises.  A variety of 
activities are completed to develop problem 
solving and basic skills. Students are also 
encouraged to participate in competitions. 
 

Areas of Study 
SPACE ï construction and enlargements 
NUMBER ï negative numbered, more complex fractions and decimals, percentages, 
ratios 
MEASUREMENT, CHANCE AND DATA ï perimeters and areas of more complex 
shapes (including circles) and volume of basic shapes, collecting data and drawing 
more complex graphs, calculating median, mode and mean. 
STRUCTURE ï equations and inequations 
WORKING MATHEMATICALLY ï throughout all topic areas. 
 

Assessment Tasks 

¶ SKILLS ï tests, class work 

¶  APPLYING SKILLS ï problem solving, projects 

¶ USING APPROPRIATE TECHNOLOGY ï calculator, computers 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Domain:  MATHEMATICS 

Dimensions: Number, Space, Structure, Measurement, Chance and Data, 

Working Mathematically. 
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Duration ï Full Year (3 periods per week) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Curriculum Focus 

Semester 1 
Students explore how scientific work has led to 

the discovery of new knowledge about the world.  They 
learn to use appropriate units of measurement and 
develop confidence in justifying their choice of 
equipment and procedures, the type of data collected 
and its relationship to the question under investigation.  
Through the study of body systems, students develop an 
understanding of themselves as organisms composed of 
different cells and systems working together.  Students 
use everyday examples of static electricity to describe 
energy and change. 

 

Semester 2 
In semester 2, students use the particle model to 

explain structure and properties of matter, chemical 
reactions and factors that influence rate.  Through the study of simple machines, 
students use everyday examples of machines, tools and appliances to show how they 
describe force and motion.  They explain the structure and function of cells and how 
different cells work together.  Students explain the relationships, past and present, in 
living and non-living systems, use time scales to explain the changing Earth and its 
place in space and investigate geological processes. 
 

Areas of Study 
Science skills and measurement 
Chemistry:  Elements, Compounds, Chemical Change 
Biology:  Cells, Digestive, Circulatory and Respiratory systems 
Physics: Machines, Static Electricity 
Geology: Fossils 
Astronomy: Beyond the Solar System. 
 

Assessment Tasks 

¶ Maintain a notebook (A4 binder book) in which is recorded a 
complete and well-organised set of notes of lessons and class 
activities 

¶ Complete projects and assignments as required by the teacher 

¶ Participate in class activities such as laboratory practical work, 
research exercises, and excursions determined by the teacher 

¶ Demonstrate progress towards VELS level 5 standards 

Domain:  SCIENCE 

Dimensions: Science knowledge and understanding 

   Science at work 
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Duration ï Full Year (3 periods per week)  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Curriculum Focus 
Humanities consists of three strands of 

inquiry:  History, Geography and Economy & 
Society.  It examines how humans organise 
themselves into communities and states to form 
institutions and systems.  Topics studied in 
Semester 1 include: Natural Disasters and 
Medieval England. Throughout the semester 
current issues are also discussed in class.  In 
Semester 2 topics include: Rainforests, 
Renaissance, Legal Studies ï why we have laws 
and Economics ï marketing and handling 
finances.   Students are assessed on participation and assessment tasks, including 
research, tests, and written, visual and oral presentations. 
 

Areas of Study    

History ï Medieval Societies                                 
  The focus is on Medieval England and begins with The Battle of Hastings. The 
possible causes of the battle, the battle itself and its aftermath are explored. We 
examine the daily life of people and the feudal system of government. Students do an 
individual research assignment where they have the opportunity to pursue a particular 
area of interest in the Middle Ages.  In Semester 2, the class will select the 
Renaissance.  Students study the impact these events has on the development of the 
relevant society. 

Geography - Natural Disasters  
Students explore the causes of natural disasters, their impact on the 

environment and upon humans. They also examine how humans seek to limit the 

impact of disasters. Rainforests: Students study terminology and ecosystems of 
rainforests and their disappearance from the planet.                                 

Economics 
Students learn about how to manage finances, marketing and its influences on 

people. Civics and Citizenship ï Laws and Society ï who makes laws and why we 
need laws. 

 

Assessment Tasks 

¶ Maintain an organized workbook, which contains notes and the set work 

¶ Complete all assessment tasks and submit them by the due date.   

Domain:  HUMANITIES (Economics, Geography, History) 

Dimensions:      Economic knowledge and understanding, Economic  

Reasoning and interpretation 

Geographical knowledge and understanding 

Geospatial skills 

Historical knowledge and understanding    

Historical reasoning and interpretation 
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Duration - Full year (3 periods per week)   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Curriculum Focus 
The Year 8 Indonesian course consolidates skills learnt at 
Year 7 in the areas of listening, speaking, reading and 
writing.  The curriculum is organised through themes and 
topics which provide progressive and cumulative 
opportunities for students to develop language and cultural 
understandings.  Students begin to understand the cultural 
and historical context within which their language is based, 
and the links with other languages and dialects, and how 
and why the language is constantly evolving. 
More emphasis is being placed on learning about and 
understanding culture through language, in accordance 
with the second dimension in VELS which requires 
intercultural knowledge and language awareness. 

 

Areas of Study 
Topics covered include fruit and food, animals and the 
environment, school and getting around.   
Cultural aspects are covered through discussion, mini-
assignments, DVDs, videos and the Internet. 
 

Assessment Tasks 

¶ Oral tasks 

¶ Weekly spelling tests 

¶ Unit tests 

¶ Cultural tasks. 

 

 

 
 

Domain:  L.O.T.E. 

Dimensions: Communicating in a LOTE 

Intercultural knowledge 

   Language awareness 
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Duration - Full Year (3 periods per week) 

      

 

 

 

 

 

Curriculum Focus 
The Year 8 French course consolidates skills 
learnt at Year 7 in the areas of listening, speaking, 
reading and writing, as well as further developing 
understanding of the culture of France and 
French-speaking countries.  The curriculum is 
arranged in themes and topics, which provide 
progressive and cumulative opportunities for 
students to develop language and cultural 
understandings. 
The Ça roule 1 text and workbook are set texts, 
complemented by audio CDs and a companion 
website. 
More emphasis is being placed on learning about 
and understanding culture through language, in 
accordance with the second  dimension in VELS, 
which requires intercultural knowledge and 
language awareness. 
 

Areas of Study 
In first semester, topics include food, likes and 
dislikes, family, ages, numbers 60 ï 100, 
birthdays and presents; and incorporate plural nouns, the date, possessive pronouns 
and common irregular verbs.  School life and food in France and Australia today are 
the main cultural topics.  Second semester topics include directions, food and 
shopping, sport and leisure and seasons.  Prepositions and irregular verbs are the 
main areas of language study and meals, climate and leisure activities in France. 
Comparisons are made between customs and lifestyles between Australia and  
France and French-speaking countries in order to improve our understanding of both 
cultures. 
 

Assessment Tasks 

¶ Oral tasks 

¶ Regular spelling/vocabulary tests 

¶ Unit tests 

¶ Cultural tasks. 

 

Domain:  L.O.T.E. 

Dimensions: Communicating in a LOTE, intercultural knowledge and 

   Language awareness 

 
 


