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INTRODUCTION ï YEAR TEN 
 

In 2007 the Victorian Essential Learning Standards (VELS) replaced the Curriculum 
and Standards Framework (II) that had been the basis of curriculum design in Victorian 
schools for many years. 
 
The VELS brings together three interwoven strands of learning: 

¶ Physical, Personal and Social Learning 

¶ Discipline-Based Learning 

¶ Interdisciplinary Learning 
 
What is new and what remains the same? 

Where the CSF (II) was largely content driven and described 747 learning outcomes, 
VELS aims to develop a set of knowledge, skills and behaviours that better prepare 
students for life in the 21st Century and which recognises the importance of personal and 
social skills, thinking skills, communication and ICT skills in addition to the traditional 
discipline-based skills of literacy and numeracy. The figure (over page) identifies the 
structure of VELS. 

 
Students will continue to develop knowledge and understanding in the traditional 

subjects of English, Mathematics, Science, the Humanities (Geography, History & 
Economics), languages (Indonesian or French), Health and Physical Education and the 
Arts.  These traditional areas are now more closely linked with other important areas of 
learning that transcend traditional boundaries such as physical, personal and social skills 
and interdisciplinary areas such as the ability to apply knowledge in workplace situations, 
ICT skills and thinking processes.   

Students will be able to achieve these standards in a variety of ways and through a 
variety of subjects. Not all of the areas of learning will appear as separate subjects on the 
schoolôs timetable.  Teachers have developed units of work that address a range of these 
standards across all three strands.  For example personal learning, interpersonal 
development, ICT skills and Thinking processes are interwoven into traditional subjects 
such as Science, English and Art. 

2008 was an exciting developmental year as teachers continued to tackle the 
challenges of integrating the various strands into units that were more engaging and 
more accurately reflect what students do and learn. 
 
New Reporting Process 

A new reporting system based on state-wide standards has been introduced across 
the state with full implementation completed in 2008.  Reports are written in plain English. 
Student reports include comments on achievement in relation to a five-point scale of A to 
E.   óCô indicates that students are on track and achieving at the expected level for the 
time of year. óAô indicates that students are well above the expected level of achievement 
for the time of year (approximately 12 months ahead of the expected standard). 
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Reports also include a Statement of Learning & Behavioural Goals which students will 
work towards achieving during the year. If you have any questions about the Reporting 
System please contact the school. 
 

By years 9 and 10 young people begin to focus more clearly on areas of particular 
interest to them and have some thoughts about where they may be heading after they 
finish school.  This can often involve testing ideas and getting a taste of the world outside 
the classroom.  Young people also start planning their directions for the final years of 
school.  It is also a time when they concentrate on areas of learning where they know 
they are doing well.  They focus on making sure that a number of areas of learning are 
well established as they weigh up their pathway options into years 11 and 12 which may 
include VCE, the Victorian Certificate of Applied Learning (VCAL) and/or the Vocational 
Education and Training (VET) program.  A new Year 10 Applied Learning program, 
offered for the first time in 2007, has expanded student options further. 
 
Student Assessment 

Student assessment will be based upon satisfactorily meeting certain general and 
specific criteria.  Each Key Learning Area will specify the particular criteria the student 
must meet in order to gain a pass in a particular subject/unit. 
These general and specific criteria will be published and distributed to students early in 
the school year for whole school subjects and early in the semester for semester length 
subjects. 
 
VELS Overview 

Strand Domain Dimension 

Physical, 
Personal and 
Social Learning  

Health and Physical 
Education  

Movement and physical activity  
Health knowledge and promotion 

 Interpersonal 
Development  

Building social relationships 
Working in teams 

 Personal Learning  The individual learner 
Managing personal learning  

 Civics and Citizenship  Civics knowledge and understanding  
Community engagement  

Discipline-based 
Learning 

The Arts  Creating and making 
Exploring and responding  

 English Reading 
Writing 
Speaking and listening  

 

http://vels.vcaa.vic.edu.au/essential/personal/index.html
http://vels.vcaa.vic.edu.au/essential/personal/index.html
http://vels.vcaa.vic.edu.au/essential/personal/index.html
http://vels.vcaa.vic.edu.au/essential/personal/health/index.html
http://vels.vcaa.vic.edu.au/essential/personal/health/index.html
http://vels.vcaa.vic.edu.au/essential/personal/development/index.html
http://vels.vcaa.vic.edu.au/essential/personal/development/index.html
http://vels.vcaa.vic.edu.au/essential/personal/learning/index.html
http://vels.vcaa.vic.edu.au/essential/personal/civics/index.html
http://vels.vcaa.vic.edu.au/essential/discipline/index.html
http://vels.vcaa.vic.edu.au/essential/discipline/index.html
http://vels.vcaa.vic.edu.au/essential/discipline/arts/index.html
http://vels.vcaa.vic.edu.au/essential/discipline/english/index.html
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 The Humanities   

 The Humanities ï 
Economics 

Economics knowledge and understanding 
Economics reasoning and interpretation  

 The Humanities ï 
Geography 

Geographical knowledge and 
understanding 
Geospatial skills  

 The Humanities ï History Historical knowledge and understanding 
Historical reasoning and interpretation  

 Languages Other Than 
English (LOTE)  

Communicating in a language other than 
English  
Intercultural knowledge and language 
awareness 

 Mathematics Number 
Space 
Measurement, chance and data 
Structure 
Working mathematically 

 Science Science knowledge and understanding  
Science at work  

Interdisciplinary 
Learning 

Communication  Listening, viewing and responding 
Presenting  

 Design, Creativity and 
Technology  

Investigating and designing  
Producing 
Analysing and evaluating  

 Information and 
Communications 
Technology (ICT)  

ICT for visualising thinking  
ICT for creating  
ICT for communicating  

 Thinking Processes  Reasoning, processing and inquiry  
Creativity 
Reflection, evaluation and metacognition  

 
General criteria applicable to every subject are: 

¶ Students must be present for at least 80% of classes (this is consistent with the 
requirements for satisfactory completion of a VCE unit). Where students are able 
to provide a verifiable medical certificate or can show exceptional circumstances 
have impacted upon their attendance this criterion may be waived 

¶ Students must complete and submit the majority of work in the subject/unit (the 
quality and quantity of work submitted will determine the final VELS Grade the 
student receives 

http://vels.vcaa.vic.edu.au/essential/discipline/humanities/index.html
http://vels.vcaa.vic.edu.au/essential/discipline/humanities/economics/index.html
http://vels.vcaa.vic.edu.au/essential/discipline/humanities/economics/index.html
http://vels.vcaa.vic.edu.au/essential/discipline/humanities/geography/index.html
http://vels.vcaa.vic.edu.au/essential/discipline/humanities/geography/index.html
http://vels.vcaa.vic.edu.au/essential/discipline/humanities/history/index.html
http://vels.vcaa.vic.edu.au/essential/discipline/lote/index.html
http://vels.vcaa.vic.edu.au/essential/discipline/lote/index.html
http://vels.vcaa.vic.edu.au/essential/discipline/mathematics/index.html
http://vels.vcaa.vic.edu.au/essential/discipline/science/index.html
http://vels.vcaa.vic.edu.au/essential/interdisciplinary/index.html
http://vels.vcaa.vic.edu.au/essential/interdisciplinary/index.html
http://vels.vcaa.vic.edu.au/essential/interdisciplinary/communication/index.html
http://vels.vcaa.vic.edu.au/essential/interdisciplinary/design/index.html
http://vels.vcaa.vic.edu.au/essential/interdisciplinary/design/index.html
http://vels.vcaa.vic.edu.au/essential/interdisciplinary/ict/index.html
http://vels.vcaa.vic.edu.au/essential/interdisciplinary/ict/index.html
http://vels.vcaa.vic.edu.au/essential/interdisciplinary/ict/index.html
http://vels.vcaa.vic.edu.au/essential/interdisciplinary/thinking/index.html


Year 10 Handbook 2010   
 

Kyneton Secondary College 6 

¶ For the purposes of Student Awards and promotion in whole year subjects the 
work in semesters one and two will count equally.  For semester length subjects 
the work of the whole semester will count 

¶ Students must complete and submit any piece of work designated as a MAJOR 
piece of work (there will normally be at least one MAJOR piece of work in each 
term for each subject).  Where there are acceptable extenuating circumstances 
and if time permits it may be possible to negotiate a Redemption of a pass.  There 
is a formal procedure for doing this 

 
Student Promotion 

In considering whether a student is promoted in Whole Year subjects (such as English 
& Maths) the work in BOTH semesters of a subject will count equally. For semester 
length subjects the work of the whole semester will be considered. 

In the opinion of the school the student must have satisfactorily met all of the 
following criteria in order to be considered for promotion to the next year level. 
Criteria for promotion 

¶ Students must be present for at least 80% of classes (this is consistent with the 
requirements for satisfactory completion of a VCE unit). Where students are able 
to provide a verifiable medical certificate or can show exceptional circumstances 
have impacted upon their attendance this criterion may be waived. 

¶ Students must have satisfactorily completed a sufficient number of subjects to 
warrant promotion.  A student with a high proportion of Dôs & Eôs (according to 
VELS) across one or both semesters will be reviewed at the end of each semester. 

 
A panel consisting of the Year Level Coordinator, the Senior School Manager and the 

Assistant Principal 10-12, will make an assessment as to whether a student will be 
recommended for promotion.  The panel will take into consideration factors such as VELS 
results, teacher recommendations and social readiness.  Behaviour will not be a factor 
when considering promotion. 
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1. The Year 10 program allows students to have the opportunity to study certain VCE 
subjects and/or VET subjects. Access to those subjects is based on availability of places 
for Year 10 students and demonstrated high academic achievement as well as a 
recommendation from the K.L.A. leader for each subject. 

 Undertaking VCE subjects at year 10 will provide some students with the extra 
academic challenge they may be seeking.  This will allow all participating students to learn 
more about the requirements of VCE on a small scale, before undertaking a full VCE 
program in year 11. 

Whilst year 10 students will be given the opportunity to choose to study one or two 
VCE units, their course selection will depend on the outcomes of a counselling process 
which will consider: 

¶ The balance of studentsô overall year 10 course selection 

¶ Studentsô classroom and homework study patterns in year 9 

¶ Studentsô needs and aspirations for their future studies and/or work 
 
2. In each semester, students must undertake 6 units of 5 periods per week. 
  In each semester, students must undertake core English and core Mathematics (2 units). 

For the remaining four units in each semester, students must undertake (in total) eight 
units. 
These eight units must include:- 

¶ A core unit in each of Science, Health & Physical Education and Industry & 
Enterprise 

¶ An elective unit from each of Art, Humanities and Technology 

¶ Two ñfree unitsò, which may not both be from the same KLA. 
 

ENGLISH 
        5 

   MATHS 
         5 

INDUSTRY & 
ENTERPRISE 
           5 

HEALTH & 
PHYSICAL 
EDUCATION 
         5 

 SCIENCE 
          5 

   FREE 
         5 

ENGLISH 
         5 

   MATHS 
         5 

HUMANITIES 
         5 

      ART 
         5 

TECHNOLOGY 
           5 

   FREE 
        5 

  
Special Rules: 
Students may select VCE/VET units as elective or free units (provided a satisfactory outcome has 
been achieved in the Counselling process). 

¶ LOTE students are eligible for exemption from the above selection rules, since TWO 
semesters must be undertaken where LOTE is chosen. 

¶ Students selecting the Applied Learning Programs are exempt from the above selection 
rules as they must undertake Vocational Learning and Project Based Learning. 

¶ Students intending to study a science subject at year 11 should undertake a core science 
unit and one of the elective science units. 
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Introductory Note 
The ñApplied Learning Programò beginning in 2007; initially for year 10 students has 

been provisionally accepted by the school as a positive and necessary program.   The 
underlying premise is to enhance a positive life long learning commitment within students 
in a predominately applied ñhands on environmentò and be work ñsavvyò.  It is accepted 
amongst professional educators that an applied program puts an emphasis on 
relationship based individualized learning.  As we know some students require 
individualized support by teachers, who have a keen interest in the student and in this 
area of teaching.  The program is not intended to stream students but provide an 
alternative pathway that gives depth to a studentôs educational experience in such a way 
that they can make an informed choice regardless of the direction they take VCE, VET, 
VCAL or a combination of these. 
 
Year 10 ñApplied Learning Programò 
 Communication    - Semester 1 & 2 
 Applied Numeracy   - Semester 1 & 2 
 Vocational Learning   - Semester 1 
 Project-based Learning  - Semester 2 
Students will select 4 additional electives across the two semesters, two in each 
semester.  (See fig. below). 

Communication Applied 
Numeracy 

Vocational 
Learning 

Health & PE   Elective Elective 

Communication Applied 
Numeracy 

Project 
Based 
Learning 

Industry & 
Enterprise  

  Elective  Elective 

  
Key Areas: 
Communication 

¶ Functional literacy skills 

¶ E-communication 

¶ Speaking for personal and public communication 

¶ Reading for information and instruction 

¶ Recreational reading 

¶ Writing for different audiences and purposes 

¶ Developing responses to current social and community events. 
 
Applied Numeracy 

¶ Functional numeracy skills ï Arithmetic, Algebra, Geometry, Consumer Maths 

¶ Problem solving ï literacy and numeracy 

¶ Project-based results 

¶ Beautiful formulas 

¶ Applied numeracy and ICT 

¶ Work-based mathematics 
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Vocational Learning 

¶ ñA Job Well Doneò Program 

¶ Short-term work placements 

¶ Individual learning styles 
Key competencies 

¶ ñYour career has not been createdò 

¶ Practical measures in finding and 
securing employment ï researching 
job vacancies, resume/CV, telephone 
calls/messages 

¶ Presentation ï personal grooming, 
body language 

 
Project-based Learning 

¶ Integrated and interdisciplinary learning 

¶ Authentic assessment 

¶ 2 minor projects ï 1 each term:  one school based activity and one student 
selected speaker 

¶ 1 major project centred on individualôs career pathway. 
 

The Applied Learning Program effectively incorporates the five educational principals 
and the three strands as outline in the VELS.  
V Learning for all ï proceeding on the basis that all students can learn given 

sufficient time and support, and that good schools and good teaching make a 
positive difference to student outcomes. 

V Pursuit of excellence ï seeking to accomplish something noteworthy and 
admirable individually and collectively, and perform at their best. 

V Engagement and effort ï acknowledging that student ability is only one factor in 
achievement and, if students work hard and make an effort, they improve. 

V Respect for evidence ï seeking understanding and truth through structured 
inquiry and the application of evidence to test and question beliefs. 

V Openness of mind ï being willing to consider a range of different views and 
consider different ways in which evidence is perceived and solutions can be 
reached. 

 
Assessment:  Due to the nature and structure of the program much of the subject matter 
and ñVictorian Essential Learning Skillsò (VELS) requirements will nurture an integrated 
assessment policy.  Students will also reflect on their own work and contribute toward 
their own assessment.  
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YEAR LENGTH CORE SUBJECTS 
The following key learning areas will be studied by all students for the whole 
year (One unit in each semester). 

ENGLISH éééééééééééé.. (5 periods per week)  
MATHS ééééééééééééé.. (5 periods per week)  

 

SEMESTER LENGTH CORE SUBJECTS 
The following key learning areas will be studied by all students for one 
semester.  

SCIENCE éééééééééééé.. (5 periods per week) 
HEALTH & PHYSICAL EDUCATION ... (5 periods per week) 
VCE Unit 1  INDUSTRY &  

                        ENTERPRISE éééééé. (5 periods per week) 
  

APPLIED LEARNING PROGRAM  
The following subjects are included as part of the Applied Learning Program. 
(More details available on page 8 &9)  
 
CORE SUBJECTS 
The following key learning areas will be studies by students for the whole year 
(One unit in each semester).  

COMMUNICATION éééééééé.. (5 periods per week) 
APPLIED NUMERACY ééééééé (5 periods per week)  

 
The following key learning areas will be studies by students for one semester 
(One unit in either semester 1 or 2). 

VOCATIONAL LEARNING (Sem 1) éé.é.. (5 periods per week) 
PROJECT BASED LEARNING (Sem 2) éé (5 periods per week) 
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ELECTIVES 
These electives are taken in either Semester 1 or Semester 2. (All classes are taken for 5 
periods per week).  
 
 ENGLISH: 
          
- AUSTRALIAN LITERATURE 
- WORLD LITERATURE 
- STYLE ON THE BIG SCREEN  

         
HEALTH & PHYSICAL EDUCATION: 
 
- SPORT EDUCATION 
- OUTDOOR EDUCATION 
 
L.O.T.E.: 
 
-INDONESIAN 
- FRENCH                                     
 
THE ARTS: 
 
- STUDIO 3 
- STUDIO 4 
- VISUAL COMMUNICATION & DESIGN 
- DRAMA 
- DANCE 
- PRODUCTION (ENTRY VIA AUDITION) 

- MUSIC - SONGWRITING 
- MEDIA STUDIES 
 
 

SCIENCE: 
 
- ENERGY TRANSFORMATIONS 
- LIFE SCIENCE 
 
 
HUMANITIES: 
 
- AUSTRALIA AND THE WORLD  

IN THE TWENTIETH CENTURY 
- GLOBAL GEOGRAPHY 
- LAW & SOCIETY 
- BUSINESS & FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT 
- ECONOMICS 
 
TECHNOLOGY: 
 
- FOOD TECHNOLOGY                   
- FOOD FOR LIFE 
- INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY 
- WOOD 
- CREATE IT, MAKE IT, WEAR IT 
- ENGINEERING 
- ELECTRONICS 
- AUTOMOTIVE 
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Duration ï Full Year (5 periods per week)  

 
 

 
 
 
 
Curriculum Focus 

Students in Year 10 read and respond to a 
range of texts, including non-print texts.  They 
develop writing pieces in a variety of styles with 
different purposes and audiences in mind and 
study issues presented in media texts.  Students 
practice and present formal communications.  
These skills are assessed through written 
assignments, formal essays, oral presentations 
and classroom participation. 
 
Areas of Study 

Students will study and respond to a variety of 
texts, up to three of four each semester, including 
at least one film text in the year.  They will develop 
knowledge and abilities to respond to current 
issues.  They will participate in a range of oral communication activities.  They will 
produce written work in a range of styles including:  summaries, informative pieces, 
argumentative pieces, creative responses, passage analyses and reports. 
 
Assessment Tasks 

¶ Workbook and homework tasks 

¶ Text responses ï including film, classic, popular and media texts 

¶ Writing Folio ï including argumentative, creative and informative pieces 

¶ Oral presentations ï including PowerPoint presentations 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
                    

Domain:    ENGLISH  
Dimensions:  Reading, Writing, Speaking and Listening 
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In Year 10 students are placed in Maths groups according to the skill level they have 
demonstrated during Year 9. These groups have been renamed 320 is now: Pre 
Vocational Maths, M330 is now: Pre General Maths and M340.is now Pre 
Methods/Specialist Maths. 
 
These groups are designed to: 

¶ Provide all students with the opportunity to reach their potential in this subject 

¶ Give students who have had difficulties in Maths the opportunity to develop the 
skills needed in the future 

¶ Stimulate and extend those students who have demonstrated an aptitude in the 
subject 

¶ Cater for the Maths pathways offered in VCE 
 

In addition to year 10 Maths, students may also be offered the option to 
undertake VCE General Maths B. Students and parents are encouraged 
to discuss career paths and choice of subjects with their Maths teacher, 
Maths Coordinator and Careers Advisor. 
 
PLEASE NOTE:   
 
Students must have the appropriate calculator and are advised to purchase it from the 
school at the start of the year.  
 
PATHWAYS TABLE 

10 11 12 

(M340) 
Pre Methods/Specialist 

General Maths B Units 1 & 2 
Maths Methods Units 1 & 2 
(Pass entry test) 

Maths Methods Units 3 & 4 
Specialist Maths Units 3 & 4 

M330 (high level) 
Pre General Maths B 

General Maths B Units1 & 2 
Maths Methods Units1 & 2 
(Pass entry test) 

Maths Methods Units 3 & 4 
Specialist Maths Units 3 & 4 

M330 (lower level) 
Pre General Maths A 

General Maths A Units 1 & 2 
(Pass entry test) 
Foundation Maths Units 1 & 2 

Further Maths Units 3 & 4 

M320 & Applied Learning 
Pre Vocational Maths 

Foundation Maths Units 1 & 2 
General Maths A 
(Pass entry test) 

VCAL Numeracy - Senior 
VCAL Numeracy - 
Intermediate 
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Duration ï full year (5 periods a week) 

Refer to Applied Learning (pages 8 ï 9) 
 

 

 
 
 
 
Curriculum Focus 

In this Mathematics program, the emphasis is on 
application of Mathematics to real world and everyday 
problems such as basic arithmetic applied to practical 
situations, including finance, perimeter, area and 
volume concepts.  Topics from the Dimensions of 
Number, Measurement, Chance and Data, Structure 
and Working mathematically are studies.  The course is 
divided into units, each being assessed by evaluating classroom skills work, topic tests, 
worksheets and an end of semester exam.  Throughout the program, students are 
encouraged to demonstrate their use of the appropriate technology to complete various 
tasks.  Calculators are used throughout the course. Pre Vocational Maths (Maths320) is a 
modified mathematics course designed to assist students wishing to undertake VCAL. 
Pre Vocational Maths students wishing to enter General Maths A in year11 will need to 
pass an entry test based on the skills required to undertake General Maths A. 
 
Areas of Study 
Topics which may be covered under each dimension of Mathematics: 

¶ SPACE ï Geometry, Nets, Angle properties, Networks 

¶ NUMBER ï Surds, Indices, Powers, Roots, The Real number system 

¶ CHANCE AND DATA ï Probability, Statistics 

¶ MEASUREMENT -  Pythagoras, Perimeter, Area and Volume of complex shapes 
and 3D objects 

¶ STRUCTURE ï Expanding, factorizing and simplifying algebraic equations, linear 
and quadratic functions and graphs, Sets 

¶ WORKING MATHEMATICALLY ï Students use mathematical reasoning and 
enquiry, Formulate and test conjectures, generalizations and arguments, Follow 
formal mathematical arguments and investigate the truth of propositions, Modelling 

 
Assessment Tasks 

¶ Skills (Class tests, assignments and student journals) 

¶ Homework 

¶ Problem Solving and Projects 

¶ Use of appropriate technology        

Domain:    MATHEMATICS 
Dimensions: Number, Space, Structure, Measurement, Chance and Data, 

Working Mathematically. 
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Duration ï Full year each (5 periods a week each) 
 
 
 
 
 
Curriculum Focus 

Students study topics from the Dimensions of 
Number, Measure, Chance and Data, Structure 
and Working Mathematically.  Each topic is 
assessed by evaluating classroom skills work 
and topic tests.  Students complete a variety of 
activities showing how the skills can be used to 
solve unfamiliar practical problems.  Throughout 
the unit, students demonstrate they can use the 
appropriate technology to complete tasks.  
Scientific calculators are used throughout the course. Pre Methods/Specialist (M340) is 
an accelerated course designed for students who intend to pursue more advanced VCE 
mathematics. Students wishing to undertake studies in Pre Methods/Specialist Maths 
need to pass an entry test based on the skills required to undertake this subject. 
 
Areas of Study 
Topics which may be covered under each dimension of Mathematics:  

¶ SPACE ï Geometry, Nets, Angle properties, Networks 

¶ NUMBER ï Surds, Indices, Powers, Roots, The Real number system 

¶ CHANCE AND DATA ï Probability, Statistics 

¶ MEASUREMENT -  Pythagoras, Perimeter, Area and Volume of complex shapes 
and 3D objects 

¶ STRUCTURE ï Expanding, factorizing and simplifying algebraic equations, linear 
and quadratic functions and graphs, Sets 

¶ WORKING MATHEMATICALLY ï Students use mathematical reasoning and 
enquiry, Formulate and test conjectures, generalizations and arguments, Follow 
formal mathematical arguments and investigate the truth of propositions, Modeling 

 
Assessment Tasks 

¶ Skills  (Class tests, assignments and student journals) 

¶ Homework 

¶ Problem Solving and Projects 

¶ Use of appropriate technology 

Domain:    MATHEMATICS 
Dimensions: Number, Space, Structure, Measurement, Chance and Data, 

Working Mathematically. 
 




