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INTRODUCTION ï YEAR NINE 
 

In 2007 the Victorian Essential Learning Standards (VELS) replaced the Curriculum 
and Standards Framework (II) that had been the basis of curriculum design in Victorian 
schools for many years. 
 
The VELS brings together three interwoven strands of learning: 

¶ Physical, Personal and Social Learning 

¶ Discipline-Based Learning 

¶ Interdisciplinary Learning 
 
What is new and what remains the same? 

Where the CSF (II) was largely content driven and described 747 learning outcomes, 
VELS aims to develop a set of knowledge, skills and behaviours that better prepare 
students for life in the 21st Century and which recognises the importance of personal and 
social skills, thinking skills, communication and ICT skills in addition to the traditional 
discipline-based skills of literacy and numeracy (The figure (over page) identifies the 
structure of VELS). 
 

Students will continue to develop knowledge and understanding in the traditional 
subjects of English, Mathematics, Science, the Humanities (Geography, History & 
Economics), languages (Indonesian or French), Health and Physical Education and the 
Arts.  These traditional areas are now more closely linked with other important areas of 
learning that transcend traditional boundaries such as physical, personal and social 
skills and interdisciplinary areas such as the ability to apply knowledge in workplace 
situations, ICT skills and thinking processes.   

Students will be able to achieve these standards in a variety of ways and through a 
variety of subjects. Not all of the areas of learning will appear as separate subjects on 
the schoolôs timetable.  Teachers have developed units of work that address a range of 
these standards across all three strands.  For example personal learning, interpersonal 
development, ICT skills and Thinking processes are interwoven into traditional subjects 
such as Science, English and Art. 

2010 will be an exciting developmental year as teachers continue to tackle the 
challenges of integrating the various strands into units that are more engaging and more 
accurately reflect what students do and learn. 
 
New Reporting Process 

A new reporting system based on state-wide standards was introduced across the 
state with full implementation in 2008.  Reports are written in plain English. Student 
reports include comments on achievement in relation to a five-point scale of A to E. óCô 
indicates that students are on track and achieving at the expected level for the time of 
year.  
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óAô indicates that students are well above the expected level of achievement for the 
time of year (approximately 12 months ahead of the expected standard). Reports also 
include a Statement of Learning & Behavioural Goals which students will work towards 
achieving during the year. If you have any questions about this Reporting System please 
contact the school. 
 

By years 9 and 10 young people begin to focus more clearly on areas of particular 
interest to them and have some thoughts about where they may be heading after they 
finish school.  This can often involve testing ideas and getting a taste of the world 
outside the classroom.  Young people also start planning their directions for the final 
years of school.  It is also a time when they concentrate on areas of learning where they 
know they are doing well.  They focus on making sure that a number of areas of learning 
are well established as they weigh up their pathway options into years 11 and 12 which 
may include VCE, the Victorian Certificate of Applied Learning (VCAL) and/or the 
Vocational Education and Training (VET) program.  The Applied Learning program 
offered at year 10 will expand student options further. 
 
Student Assessment 

Student assessment will be based upon satisfactorily meeting certain general and 
specific criteria.  Each Key Learning Area will specify the particular criteria the student 
must meet in order to gain a pass in a particular subject/unit. These general and specific 
criteria will be published and distributed to students early in the school year for whole 
school subjects and early in the semester for semester length subjects. 
 
VELS Overview 

Strand Domain Dimension 

Physical, 
Personal and 
Social Learning  

Health and Physical 
Education  

Movement and physical activity  
Health knowledge and promotion 

 Interpersonal 
Development  

Building social relationships 
Working in teams 

 Personal Learning  The individual learner 
Managing personal learning  

 Civics and Citizenship  Civics knowledge and understanding  
Community engagement  

Discipline-based 
Learning 

The Arts  Creating and making 
Exploring and responding  

 English Reading 
Writing 
Speaking and listening  

http://vels.vcaa.vic.edu.au/essential/personal/index.html
http://vels.vcaa.vic.edu.au/essential/personal/index.html
http://vels.vcaa.vic.edu.au/essential/personal/index.html
http://vels.vcaa.vic.edu.au/essential/personal/health/index.html
http://vels.vcaa.vic.edu.au/essential/personal/health/index.html
http://vels.vcaa.vic.edu.au/essential/personal/development/index.html
http://vels.vcaa.vic.edu.au/essential/personal/development/index.html
http://vels.vcaa.vic.edu.au/essential/personal/learning/index.html
http://vels.vcaa.vic.edu.au/essential/personal/civics/index.html
http://vels.vcaa.vic.edu.au/essential/discipline/index.html
http://vels.vcaa.vic.edu.au/essential/discipline/index.html
http://vels.vcaa.vic.edu.au/essential/discipline/arts/index.html
http://vels.vcaa.vic.edu.au/essential/discipline/english/index.html
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 The Humanities   

 The Humanities ï 
Economics 

Economics knowledge and understanding 
Economics reasoning and interpretation  

 The Humanities ï 
Geography 

Geographical knowledge and 
understanding 
Geospatial skills  

 The Humanities ï History Historical knowledge and understanding 
Historical reasoning and interpretation  

 Languages Other Than 
English (LOTE)  

Communicating in a language other than 
English  
Intercultural knowledge and language 
awareness 

 Mathematics Number 
Space 
Measurement, chance and data 
Structure 
Working mathematically 

 Science Science knowledge and understanding  
Science at work  

Interdisciplinary 
Learning 

Communication  Listening, viewing and responding 
Presenting  

 Design, Creativity and 
Technology  

Investigating and designing  
Producing 
Analysing and evaluating  

 Information and 
Communications 
Technology (ICT)  

ICT for visualising thinking  
ICT for creating  
ICT for communicating  

 

 Thinking Processes  Reasoning, processing and inquiry  
Creativity 
Reflection, evaluation and metacognition  

 
 

http://vels.vcaa.vic.edu.au/essential/discipline/humanities/index.html
http://vels.vcaa.vic.edu.au/essential/discipline/humanities/economics/index.html
http://vels.vcaa.vic.edu.au/essential/discipline/humanities/economics/index.html
http://vels.vcaa.vic.edu.au/essential/discipline/humanities/geography/index.html
http://vels.vcaa.vic.edu.au/essential/discipline/humanities/geography/index.html
http://vels.vcaa.vic.edu.au/essential/discipline/humanities/history/index.html
http://vels.vcaa.vic.edu.au/essential/discipline/lote/index.html
http://vels.vcaa.vic.edu.au/essential/discipline/lote/index.html
http://vels.vcaa.vic.edu.au/essential/discipline/mathematics/index.html
http://vels.vcaa.vic.edu.au/essential/discipline/science/index.html
http://vels.vcaa.vic.edu.au/essential/interdisciplinary/index.html
http://vels.vcaa.vic.edu.au/essential/interdisciplinary/index.html
http://vels.vcaa.vic.edu.au/essential/interdisciplinary/communication/index.html
http://vels.vcaa.vic.edu.au/essential/interdisciplinary/design/index.html
http://vels.vcaa.vic.edu.au/essential/interdisciplinary/design/index.html
http://vels.vcaa.vic.edu.au/essential/interdisciplinary/ict/index.html
http://vels.vcaa.vic.edu.au/essential/interdisciplinary/ict/index.html
http://vels.vcaa.vic.edu.au/essential/interdisciplinary/ict/index.html
http://vels.vcaa.vic.edu.au/essential/interdisciplinary/thinking/index.html
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Student Assessment Continued 
General criteria applicable to every subject are: 

¶ Students must be present for at least 80% of classes (this is consistent with the 
requirements for satisfactory completion of a VCE unit). Where students are able 
to provide a verifiable medical certificate or can show exceptional circumstances 
have impacted upon their attendance this criterion may be waived. 

¶ Students must complete and submit the majority of work in the subject/unit (the 
quality and quantity of work submitted will determine the final VELS Grade the 
student receives.  

¶ For the purposes of Student Awards and promotion in whole year subjects the 
work in semesters one and two will count equally.  For semester length subjects 
the work of the whole semester will count. 

¶ Students must complete and submit any piece of work designated as a MAJOR 
piece of work (there will normally be at least one MAJOR piece of work in each 
term for each subject).  Where there are acceptable extenuating circumstances 
and if time permits it may be possible to negotiate a Redemption of a pass.  
There is a formal procedure for doing this. 

 
Student Promotion 

In considering whether a student is promoted in Whole Year subjects (such as 
English & Maths) the work in BOTH semesters of a subject will count equally. For 
semester length subjects the work of the whole semester will be considered. In the 
opinion of the school the student must have satisfactorily met all of the following criteria 
in order to be considered for promotion to the next year level. 
 
Criteria for promotion: 

¶ Students must be present for at least 80% of classes (this is consistent with the 
requirements for satisfactory completion of a VCE unit). Where students are able 
to provide a verifiable medical certificate or can show exceptional circumstances 
have impacted upon their attendance this criterion may be waived. 

¶ Students must have satisfactorily completed a sufficient number of subjects to 
warrant promotion.  A student with a high proportion of Dôs & Eôs (according to 
VELS) across one or both semesters will be reviewed at the end of each 
semester. 

 
A panel consisting of the Year Level Coordinator, the Middle Years Manager and the 

Assistant Principal 7-9, will make an assessment as to whether a student will be 
recommended for promotion.  The panel will take into consideration factors such as 
VELS results, teacher recommendations and social readiness.  Behaviour will not be a 
factor when considering promotion. 
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One of the schoolôs stated priorities is to offer a broad range of extension elective 

units to students in years 8 ï 10. Extension units will be drawn from all KLAs and, in 
some cases, will be developed across Learning Areas. 

The purpose of these extension units is to provide students with the opportunity to 
extend their knowledge/involvement in a particular area of interest. 
 
Students will have an opportunity to choose from a wide range of electives (see next 
page.) 
YEAR 9 CURRICULUM MODEL. 
 
            3 x ELECTIVES BLOCKS/Semester 

ENG 
5 

MATH 
5 

SCI 
4 

HUM 
4 

PE/HEALTH 
3 

Units derived from Art, Tech, 
LOTE KLAs plus a range of 
EXTENSION electives (3) 

 
 
 

       

 
 
 Elective Selection Requirements 
  In order to assist students to select a balanced course of study across the Key 
Learning Areas the following selection requirements will apply in 2010. 
 
1. All students must choose a minimum of one (1) unit from Art and one (1) from 

Technology per year. 
 
2.   All students must choose 1 extension unit.  
 
SAMPLE COURSE SELECTION ONLY 
 

STUDENT NOT DOING LOTE  LOTE STUDENT 

SEM 1 ART TECH FREE  SEM 1 ART FREE LOTE 

SEM 2 TECH EXT FREE  SEM 2 TECH FREE LOTE 
 

All students must choose one elective from each of the following areas unless they are 
undertaking LOTE.  Students who study LOTE must choose from two of the three areas. 

- Art 
- Technology 
- Extension 
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CORE SUBJECTS 
The following KLAs will be studied by all students for the whole year. 

ENGLISH       (5 periods per week) 
MATHS        (5 periods per week) 
SCIENCE        (4 periods per week) 
HUMANITIES      (4 periods per week) 
HEALTH & PE     (3 periods per week) 
ALTERNATIVE PROGRAM (T.B.A.) 
 
 

 

EXTENSION ELECTIVES 
 
E-COMMUNICATION ï IS IT 4 U?   INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY 
COMPUTER AIDED DESIGN (CAD)  FORENSIC SCIENCE 
AUSTRALIAN SPORT HISTORY   SPORT EDUCATION                  
OUTDOOR EDUCATION      MOVEMENT & SKILLS FOR GIRLS  
CREATIVE COOKING        FOOD AROUND THE WORLD  
MEDIA STUDIES             
 

TECHNOLOGY MATERIALS   
WOOD 
FUN WITH FABRICS 
PLASTICS/METAL 
FOOD TECHNOLOGY 
GIRLS IN TECHNOLOGY 
SCRAP YARD CHALLENGE 
 
TECHNOLOGY SYSTEMS 
AUTOMOTIVE 
ELECTRONICS 
 

LOTE ELECTIVES 
INDONESIAN    FRENCH 

ARTS ELECTIVES 
VISUAL ARTS 
 STUDIO 1           
 STUDIO 2 

COMPUTER GRAPHICS    
VISUAL COMMUNICATION AND 
DESIGN 
 

PERFORMING ARTS 
DRAMA:  DEVELOPMENT OF THE  

PERFORMER  

¶ PRACTICAL MUSIC 

¶ DANCE: FUNK, HIP HOP & ALL 
THAT JAZZ 

¶ BEHIND THE SCENES 

¶ SCHOOL PRODUCTION  
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Duration ï Full Year (5 periods per week) 
 
 
 
 
 

Curriculum Focus 
As students work towards the 

achievement of level 6 standards in 
English, they produce, study and 
respond critically to spoken, written 
and visual texts created for a wide 
range of audiences and purposes.  
Their focus is on a close 
examination of the critical and 
social-cultural dimensions of 
language, and they learn to be 
critical and independent users of 
texts and language appropriate to situations in school, in their daily lives and in the 
workplace. 
 
Areas of Study 

Students will study and respond to two major texts each semester.  At least one film 
will be studied in the course.  Students will experiment with writing in a number of 
different styles.  They will draft, edit and finish pieces of writing.  Students will also 
communicate ideas orally. 
 
Assessment Tasks 

¶ Workbook and homework tasks 

¶ Text responses ï including film, classic, popular and media texts 

¶ The craft of writing ï including argumentative, informative and creative pieces 

¶ Oral presentations ï including PowerPoint presentations 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Domain:    ENGLISH 

Dimensions:  Reading, Writing, Speaking and Listening 



Year 9 Handbook 2010 

Kyneton Secondary College 10 

 
Duration ï Full Year (5 periods a week) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Curriculum Focus 

Semester 1 and 2 cover work 
from all five of the VELS 
Dimensions.  The study is divided 
into topics that cover one or more 
Dimensions.  Topics are assessed 
in a variety of ways and usually 
consist of an appropriate mix of 
topic tests, projects, class work 
and technology exercises.  A 
variety of activities are completed 
to develop problem solving and 
basic skills. Students are also 
encouraged to participate in 
competitions. 
 
Areas of Study 

¶ SPACE ï construction and enlargements 

¶ NUMBER ï negative numbered, more complex fractions and decimals, 
percentages, ratios. 

¶ MEASUREMENT, CHANCE AND DATA ï perimeters and areas of more complex 
shapes (including circles) and volume of basic shapes, collecting data and 
drawing more complex graphs, calculation 
median, mode and mean. 

¶ STRUCTURE ï equations and inequations 

¶ WORKING MATHEMATICALLY ï throughout all 
topic areas. 

 
Assessment Tasks 

¶ Skills ï tests, class work 

¶ APPLYING SKILLS ï problem solving, projects 

¶ USING APPROPRIATE TECHNOLOGY  - 
calculator, computers 

Domain:   MATHEMATICS 
Dimensions: Number, Space, Structure, Measurement, Chance and Data, 
     Working Mathematically 
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Duration ï Full Year (4 periods a week) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Curriculum Focus 

Students investigate the adaptive behaviours which 
enable plants and animals to survive in their 
environments.  They investigate how energy may be 
responsible for the changes observed in biological, 
chemical and physical processes.  Students explain the 
properties of materials in terms of their constituent 
particles and the forces holding them together.  They 
explain how similarities in the chemical behaviour of 
elements and their compounds are represented in the 
periodic table. 

In semester 2, students explain how coordination and 
regulatory functions in plants and animals assist them to 
survive.  Through the study of light, students explain 
observed changes in term of energy and make links 
across related areas of science.  Students explain the 
properties of materials in terms of their constituent 
particles and the forces holding them together.   
 
Areas of Study 
Chemistry:  Study different areas of chemistry through investigation 
Biology:  Ecology, Photosynthesis and Respiration, Responding and Controlling and 

Behaviour 
Physics:  Light and Colour, Electricity 
 
Assessment Tasks 
To achieve a satisfactory grade, students are required to: 

¶ Maintain a notebook (A4 binder book) in which is recorded a 
complete and well-organised set of notes of lessons and class 
activities. 

¶ Complete projects and assignments as required by the teacher. 

¶ Participate in class activities such as laboratory practical work, 
research exercises, and excursions determined by the teacher. 

¶ Demonstrate progress towards VELS level 6 standards 
 
 

Domain:   SCIENCE 
Dimensions: Science Knowledge and Understanding 
     Science at Work 
 
 



Year 9 Handbook 2010 

Kyneton Secondary College 12 

 
Duration - Full Year (4 periods week) 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Curriculum Focus 

Humanities consists of three strands of inquiry: 
History, Geography and Economy and Society.  
Humanities examines how humans organize 
themselves into communities and states to form 
institutions and systems.  The focus in semester 1 is 
on History and Geography.  Environmental 
sustainability is studied in Geography and students 
look at the current issues relating to the environment 
both in Australia and Globally  The History unit is óThe Aboriginesô, where students look 
at the history and culture of the first inhabitants of Australia, and current political issues 
such as Land Rights and the Stolen Generations.   

Throughout the semester current issues are also discussed in class.  The focus in 
semester 2 is on History and Economy and Society.  The History unit is World War 11 or 
World War 1.  In Term 4 students complete a major piece of work in the ñBe Real Gameò 
where they have to take on the role of a fictional character, follow his/her career path 
from school, to their first job, budgeting their income, becoming redundant, refocusing 
on their skills and then applying for another job in the workforce.  Throughout the 
semester current issues are also discussed in class.   
 
Areas of Study           

¶ The Gurindjiôs fight for better working conditions and land rights 

¶ History The Aborigines from first contact with white settlers through to the 
continuing fight for social justice 

¶ W.W.1/W.W.11 Students study Australiaôs involvement in either of these wars 

¶ Geography Students study Environment Sustainability issues and human 
interaction with the environment 

¶ Economy & Society   Be Real Game This is an interactive game designed to 
enhance student understanding of the world of work 

 
Assessment Tasks 

¶ Maintain an organized workbook which contains notes and the set work 

¶ Complete all assessment tasks and submit them by the due date 

Domain:   HUMANITIES (Economics, Geography, History) 
Dimensions:      Economic Knowledge and Understanding 

Economic Reasoning and Interpretation 
Geographical Knowledge and Understanding 
Geospatial Skills 
Historical Knowledge and Understanding 
Historical Reasoning and Interpretation 
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Duration ï Full Year (3 Periods per week ï 2 Practical/1 Health Ed) 
 
 
 
 
 
Curriculum Focus 

Students have to plan and implement 
ways to improve their skills and 
performances in a variety of more 
technically demanding movements, 
focusing on activities that could include 
swimming, athletics, fitness and team 
games.  They are also required to 
develop and implement strategies in 
those select activities.  In Health Education classes, students examine relevant factors 
in safety, sport training techniques, biomechanics and also identify pressure on identify 
pressures on individuals, personal relationships and developing empathy with peers.  
Assessment is based on the level of achievement in a variety of assessment tasks, 
including tests and assignments. 

During the second semester students undertake a variety of more technically 
demanding activities, including badminton, softball, sofcrosse, tennis, minor games and 
volleyball.  Students are also required to develop skills and implement team game 
strategies in selected activities.  Students examine and discuss issues related to Mental 
Health, Stress, Re-thinking Drinking and drug use and abuse in the community.   
 
Areas of Study 
Swimming      Athletics 
Gymnastics      Fitness 
Games Units      Individual Sports 
Sexuality       Lifestyle Choices 
Community Health Issues   Drugs 
Mental Health 
 
Assessment Tasks 

¶ Participation in practical sessions, group work, discussion 

¶ Motor skill tests and performance of movement sequences 

¶ Complete set class work, homework assignments, research assignments and 
topic tests  

Domain:   HEALTH AND PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
Dimensions: Movement and Physical Activity 

Health Knowledge and Promotion 
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Duration ï Course currently under development 
 
 
      
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Curriculum Focus 

 
The Enhancement program will be a new feature of the Year 9 

program. The curriculum will focus on the personal development of 
students and give them the opportunity to work on community 
projects. They will also have the opportunity to work on their ability 
to self evaluate their learning progress and identify areas for 
improvement  
 

Areas of Study 
¶ It is anticipated that students will complete a community 

placement of some type. This will involve some volunteer 
community placement in their local community.  

¶ Academic studies will be completed in a cross- curricular 
manner, combining skills from several subject areas to 
complete investigations and display information 

¶ The program will be designed to allow learning to be 
achieved outside of the classroom through geographic and 
scientific investigations of the local area. 

¶ Students will build a portfolio that will keep track of the projects that 
they have been involved with that they will use to assess their own 
progress 

 
Assessment 
¶ Folio 

¶ Participation 

¶ Presentation of research 

Domain:   CIVIC & CITIZENSHIP 
                              PERSONAL LEARNING  
     INTERPERSONAL DEVELOPMENT 
     THINKING PROCESSES 

Dimensions: Civic Knowledge and Understanding 
     Community Engagement 
     The individual learner 
     Managing personal learning 
     Building social relationships 
     Working in teams 
     Reasoning process and inquiry 
     Creativity 

     Reflection, evaluation and metacognition 


